Brookland & Bush Hill

A Newsletter for the Residents of Brookland and Bush Hill, in Alexandria, Virginia

NEWS

November 2003

BBHCA
Community Meeting
Tuesday, November 11, 2003
7:00 pm
Bush Hill Elementary School

AGENDA
Welcome and Introductions

Secretary’s Reading
of the Minutes

Treasurer’s Report

Second Vice President’s
Membership Report

OLD BUSINESS

Need a volunteer for
Chairperson

Neighboorhood Watch
Committee

NEW BUSINESS
BBHCA Directory
Annual Donations
Next meeting: January 13, 2004

Items from the Floor

PROGRAM

Mr. Dana Kauffman
Lee District County Supervisor

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Community Discussion
Adjournment

BEVERAGES AND SNACKS

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
A Visit with Dana Kauffman

Larry Carter, President BBHCA

y the time this newsletter is
Bdelivered the November 03

elections will be completed.
There will be some new faces on the
Fairfax County School Board, a new
Chairman of the Board of
Supervisors and perhaps a few
others. A for-sure constant will be
our Lee District County Supervisor,
Mr. Dana Kauffman, who had no
opposition. Dana has agreed to join
us for our next meeting on Novem-
ber 11th. It will be a perfect time to
get his take on the election results in
addition to many other topics of
interest to our community. Road
construction issues and perhaps les-
sons learned from the recent hurri-
cane cleanup I'm sure will be items
of interest. There will be a question
and answer period at the end so if
your topic of interest isn’t addressed
you can make sure that it is.

We are still in need of a volunteer
for our Neighborhood Watch com-
mittee. We have several people on
the committee who have been long-
time members and participants;
what we need is a chairperson. This
is a way of getting involved in the
community. Please step forward and
let us know if you are interested.
This position is very well suited to
being handled with shared responsi-
bilities. You'll note that our
membership chair is currently a

shared position. Figure out a way to
help us and we’ll work with you on
implementation.

We are still on the lookout for
someone to assume the role as
President of the organization next
fall. Elections will be in May 04.

I will be stepping down at the com-
pletion of this year’s duties that
basically end with the Annual meet-
ing in May. I will still be in the area
next year and will be more than
happy to help in a position as Past
President. If you've ever thought
about getting more involved in the
community, this would be an excel-
lent opportunity to do so.

We've had a few complaints about
commercial vehicles on our streets
and about increased construction
vehicle traffic on Bush Hill Drive
now that Oakwood Drive has been
closed off to all traffic. It’s not clear
why access has been eliminated but
it has forced all the construction
vehicle traffic supporting the new
homes going up in Gunnel Estates
onto Bush Hill and La Vista. Dana’s
office is trying to look at the options
available and figure out good com-
prises but there isn't a defined solu-
tion yet. Perhaps by the time of our
meeting something will be known.
If this is of interest, come to the
meeting and hear the latest and pro-
vide your thoughts and suggestions



President’'s Message

Continued

on the subject.

The community meetings will
begin as close to 7PM as partici-
pants allow. If you haven't joined
the association yet, it’s never too
late to get involved. The annual
dues of $3 per person and $6 per
household are very reasonable for a
voting position in the affairs of the
association and, thereby, the com-
munity. We meet at the Bush Hill
Elementary School. The meetings
are normally on the second Tuesday
of every other month beginning in
September. The next meeting is
November 11, 2003. Come and
meet some of your neighbors. Make
some new friends. Find out what
others are experiencing and see if
you can help in some way to make
our community just a little better.

[ IT ALL ADDS UP! []

Bush Hill Elementary will be celebrating its
50th year during the 2004/05 school year.

We are looking forward to working with our community
and our 50th Year Celebration Committee to plan a spectac-
ular celebration! We will need all of your creative ideas, your
memories, and specifically names/pictures/memorabilia of
our alumnae.

If you would be interested in joining our committee, or if
you would just like to share information, we would love to
have you on the committee or just hear from you! Please
contact Cecelia Breazeale, Asst. Principal; Jack Pitzer,
Principal; Martha Shoemake, PTA President; or Candy
Willkens, Principal; at the Bush Hill Elementary School office
at 703-924-5600.

We look forward to hearing from YOU!

Fitzgerald, Walsh

& Fogarty Realtors
6265 Franconia Road
Alexandria, VA 22310

703-971-1800
www.FWFrealtors.com

Your Neighborhood Real Estate Companies

Wilkinson PM, Inc.

5800 Jane Way

Alexandria, VA 22310
703-719-0774
www. WilkinsonPM.com

Call us for « Buying . Selling . Leasing . Management

Michael Fogarty & Sandra Wilkinson

Members of the Brookland Bush Hill Civic Association




Message From Supervisor Kauffman

hat's ridiculous! What do you mean you can't
just say ‘No!’ to newhomes being jammed onto
an already over crowded road?”
Not a day goes by without at least one caller, incredu-
lous about the County's inability to enact legislation to
meet local needs. They-you-think we’re nuts.

Mother May I?

Welcome to the wonderful world of the Old
Dominion. Virginia is unique in many ways, not the
least of which is how it clings to the Dillon Rule that
permits the state to box us in. They give us neither con-
trols to limit the pace of development nor the funds to
pay ‘catch-up’ with transportation.

Who was Dillon and why do we care about his rule?
John Forest Dillon was the chief justice of the Iowa
Supreme Court some 110 years ago. In his time, he was
considered to be the foremost authority on municipal
law and local government. Judge Dillon distrusted local
government (look up his writings sometime) and his
influence led many state supreme courts to adopt his
form of government. There was historical logic to his
approach during a time when the governing bodies in
many of the country’s urban areas were nests of graft
and corruption. Judge Dillon's strict interpretation of
local government powers provided a way for the courts
to rein in local government excesses.

However, as the country became more urbanized and
economically sophisticated, states began to move away
from this ‘one size fits all’ method of governance. Today,
most states have abandoned this form of Mother May I
government, yet Virginia, ever reluctant to abandon tra-
dition, holds on. There have been numerous attempts to
move Virginia toward a more ‘home rule’ approach and
the Dillon Rule restrictions have been loosened for towns
and cities. However, they are still in place for counties
such as Fairfax. While this may have made sense years
ago when counties were rural and economic and political
power resided in cities and towns, it no longer makes
sense when a county such as Fairfax is of such over-
whelming economic importance to the entire state.

More Than an Academic Issue

Fairfax County must rely on the state legislature for
enabling legislation that will allow it to enact laws and
ordinances. If we want to pass legislation controlling
growth, we need Richmond's OK. Our hands are tied
even when it comes to practicing ‘smart growth.” To
date, Richmond has consistently denied our requests to
preserve stands of mature trees by keeping us from

transferring development intensity from undeveloped
lots to others next to Metro stations. Also, this past ses-
sion, we couldn't find a single legislator (of either
party) who would support the new tree-save legislation
that was unanimously endorsed by my colleagues on
the Board of Supervisors.

If Fairfax County wants to increase the tax on ciga-
rettes in order to lower the property tax rate, it cannot
without Richmond’s permission. As we have seen, that
permission is not forthcoming. We continue to be in
the untenable position of not being able to use alterna-
tive revenue sources to ease the burden on homeowners
and senior citizens.

Every winter, finds the Board of Supervisors crafting
its legislative wish list and traveling to Richmond, hat
in hand to present its ‘legislative package.’ For years,
the package has included requests for legislation that
we desperately need if we are to protect our quality of
life, property values, and schools. This past year, I went
to Richmond to testify in favor of an adequate public
facilities ordinance. Such an ordinance would allow us
to time phase development-that is, require that roads,
schools, and infrastructure be in place before a develop-
ment can be built.

Unfortunately, the result was consistent. We came
back every year empty handed. We must depend on a
Northern Virginia delegation that understands us and
has persuasive power with the rest of the state.

Your Vote Can Make a Difference

As I write this column, we are close to Election Day.
You have held me to a high standard when it comes to
responding to community concerns and I expect noth-
ing less. Local problems are best solved at the local
level. To deny Fairfax County the tools it needs to
respond to local problems is to deny the legitimacy of
your concerns. Ask hard questions of those who want
to represent you and then vote as if your community’s
future depended on your vote-because it does.

Free Estimates Licensed & Insured

GARY'’S PAINTING COMPANY

o Interior & Exterior
o Residential & Commercial
o Reasonable Rates
Gary L. James

703-971-4016 301-599-8667




THUNDERSTORM
in a box

Simulates the same fresh air in your entire home that a thunderstorm produces in nature.

dust mites ¢ dust mite feces « mold spores
pollens « smoke o bacteria « house dust

These tiny particles can be the biggest threat to your family's health.
Reducing/eliminating them help prevent runny noses, itchy eyes, sore throats,
headaches and many other symptoms triggered by allergens and indoor pollution.

Low cost, cutting edge technology achieves the ultimate in whole house air purity
that surpasses traditional air filtering methods. “Own an air purifier or you are one”.
You may qualify for free in-home evaluation.

For more information, visit www.freshairliving.com/woodyferris
(this is a private page—call me for passcode)

703.971.4255 or 800.353.5233
Woody Ferris
Independent Distributor
Dealers/management trainees needed

SUBURBAN FUEL CO.

Radio Dispatched # Serving Northern VA since 1957

Automatic Deliveries VISIT OUR SHOP FOR 5 il
) : = N
Home Heating Oil « Kerosene Diesel Fuel 5
) Kerosene =
Diesel Fuel « Varsol Propane > *
=
Tank Installation and Removal Varsol =3 | Oakwood Rd
o
Heating and A/C Equipment, Sales, and Service -
85, Van Dorn Exit

Ehimney and Duct Cleanlng
Franconia Red

VISA Senior Citizen Dl.wuunt_ MasterCard
Monthly Payment Plans Available

9 7 1 2444 5604 Oakwood Road
s Alexandria, VA 22310




Brookland-Bush Hill Civic
Association Officers

PRESIDENT

Larry Carter,
703-924-5055
president@bbhca.org

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Newsletter

Judi Connelly
newsletter@bbhca.org

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT and
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Marti Morris 703-547-6705
and Sharada Gilkey
703-313-8490
membership@bbhca.org

SECRETARY
Helen Michie
703-971-3769

TREASURER

Michael Fogarty
703-719-7929, 703-719-0774
fogarty@cox.net

PAST PRESIDENT
Carol Lewis

COMMITTEES

ZONING AND LAND USE
Roy Rice

703-971-4379
roywrice@aol.com

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Open—Need a volunteer

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
Bob Michie

703-971-3769
michier@cox.net

BBHCA WEB SITE

Bob Michie
703-971-3769
webmaster@bbhca.org
Sharada Gilkey

(Web site only)
sgilkey123@aol.com

BBHCA Members Vote

uring the September 16 BBHCA meeting, Mike Fogarty, BBHCA
treasurer presented the 2003-2004 BBHCA budget. The budget was

unanimously approved as published in the September BBHCA News
by the members in attendance.

A member vote will be taken at the upcoming November meeting on
whether or not to publish a 2003-2004 BBHCA membership directory. In
the past, only BBHCA members were included in the directory. However,
adding nonmembers would be time consuming and costly. Let us know
what you think at the next meeting. Other issues may also be raised for a
vote of the membership. Your vote counts at BBHCA!

NOTE: Each BBHCA member household is entitled to one (1) vote. Join
BBHCA today to be eligible to vote on important issues pertaining to your
neighborhood. Voting cards are provided at each meeting for members.

If you have questions about BBHCA membership, please contact Sharada
Gilkey (703) 313-8490 or Marti Morris at (703) 547-6705. A membership
application is provided with this issue of the newsletter and is also available
online at www.bbhca.org.

Toastmasters Club

"Learn Leadership and Communication Skills"

COME JOIN US! WE WELCOME GUESTS!
WHO? The Franconia Orators
WHERE? John Marshall Library
6209 Rose Hill Drive
Alexandria, VA
WHEN? 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month

7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

THIS COULD BE 2003-2004 BBHCA
YOUR AD! Newsletter
Advertise your products Copy Deadlines

or services in BBHCA News
to more than 700 homes in ISSUE TEXT DEADLINE
the Bro.okland-Bush Hill Jan. 2004 Dec. 5, 2003
neighborhood.
As little as $10 for a Mar. 2004 Feb. 7, 2004
business card size ad! May 2004 Apr. 9, 2004
For more information, Send copy to:
see ad rates below. newsletter@bbhcanews.org




BBHCA Membership as of 10/7/03

The current membership count is 118 which represents 14.75% of house-
holds in Brookland-Bush Hill. Our goal is to have 30% or 240 households.
Unlike the “old days” when we went from door to door to collect members
dues, we now rely on each household to use their own initiative. Please take
a few minutes to write a check for $6 ($3 for single occupancy) to support
your civic association. Ask your neighbor if they have joined yet!

Number of Members by Street

Street No. Street No.
Ambler........... .. ... .. .. 1 Nedra Avenue. . ............. 1
Annelylane............... 1 Neville Court. .. ............ 7
Barbmore Court............. 3 Ninian Avenue . ............. 5
Brookland Court ............ 1 Old RollingRoad . .. ......... 2
Brookland Road ... ......... 12 Piedmont Drive . ............ 1
Brookview Court . ........... 2 Poyntz Place. . . ............. 1
Brookview Drive. .. .......... 2 Pratt Court. .. .............. 4
Bush Hill Drive ............. 3 Pratt Street. ................ 3
Fort Ellisworth Court. ........ 1 Saratoga Street . ............. 1
Forest Avenue .............. 1 Sumner Road ............... 6
Hopark Drive............... 8 Thetford Place . ... .......... 2
JaneWay ... 9 Waycross Drive . ............ 3
Larno Drive . . .............. 2 Westchester Street . ......... 15
Layne Estates Court.......... 1 Westridge Court. .. .......... 9
Mayfair Court. ... ........... 2 York Road ................. 2
Mayfair Lane . .............. 6
Nedia Avenue. ... ........... 1 TOTAL ................ 118
Important Telephone Numbers
Life Threatening Events/Damage to Property .......... 911
Police reports of non-emergency events/
noise complaints .......... ... ... ... ... 703-691-2131
Animal Control .......... ... ... ... ..... 703-830-3310
Faifax County School Security . ............ 703-764-2500
Report STOP/SPEED SIGNS
Damaged (VDOT) ..................... 703-383-8368
Damaged Street Signs (FC Sign Shop) ....... 703-934-2840
Street Light Outages . .................. 1-888-667-3000
Faifax County Zoning Enforcement . ........ 703-324-1300
Fairfax County Health Department ......... 703-246-2300
Supervisor Kaufman’s Office .............. 703-971-6262

BBHCA
Investigating
Leaf Removal
for Brookland

Estates

BBHCA Members in Brookland
Estates are interested in acquir-
ing the leaf collection service
that many streets in Bush Hill
enjoy. This service is not free:
the County bills it as an addi-
tional item on our annual Real
Estate Tax Bills. The actual fee is
a percentage of the assessed
property value. Homeowners
will not find out the exact
amount until the Neighborhood
successfully petitions the Board
of Supervisors to acquire the
service. At that point, the
County Staff prepares the esti-
mates for the homeowners. The
Neighborhood can then accept
or decline the service. The rules
are that at least 55% of the
homeowners (not renters!) must
approve the bill before the serv-
ice can start. This process closely
resembles the one Brookand and
Bush Hill went through for the
Community Improvement
Program back in the 1990's.

Needed Right Away:
Volunteers to brief the
neighbors in the Brookland
Estates area.

Please contact the BBHCA
Project Managers:
Anna and Charles Keller
Piedmont Drive
(703) 971-7184




Does Your Current Job or Business...

00 Give you all the free time you'd like?

[0 Meet your current financial needs?

00 Allow you to save for future financial needs?
(College...retirement, etc.)

O Allow your financial dreams to come true?
(Dream car, dream home, dream vacations)

If You answered NO to any of these questions,
Do you have a *real plan to change your financial future?

Growing Inc. 500 international corporation needs managers. **Many have achieved a six figure
income within first two years. No college or experience necessary. We will train you to be successful in
our business. You may work part time ‘till you feel ***secure. Make a commitment to your future!

Make the TOLL FREE call: 1.800.518.2713

or visit: www.maximumsuccess.com/woodyferris
*Keep doing what you're doing...keep getting what you have now.
**Great for “stay at home” moms...Perfect for couples!
***\When you have doubled your present income for 3 consecutive months.

BBHCA NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES

Brookland & Bush Hill News accepts advertising.

Single Issue Rates (Size is width x height) To reserve your space, contact
Business Card (3.5" x2") .............. $15 bbhcanews@cox.net

1/4-page (3.5" X 4.75") .....ouiirnn... ¢25  Payment required in advance or with ad.
1/2-page (7.5" x 4.75" or 3.5" x 10") ..... $50 E-mail for location to mail or
Full-page (8.5" x11") .. .............. $100 drop off camera-ready ad.
Multiple Issue Rates (per issue) Next newsletter: January 2004
(4—5. issues, September 2001-May 2002) Deadline: December 5, 2003
Business Card (3.5" X 2") .......vvu.n.. $10 ]

1/4_page (3.5n X 5||) ------------------ $20 GO tO the BBHCA Web Slte tO dOWh'Oad
1/2-page (7.5" x 5" or 3.5" x 10") ....... $40 the advertising contract.
Full-page (8.5" x 11") . . . ... ... iinnnt. $80

Make Your Vote Count!
Send in Your BBHCA Membership Dues.




