BROOKLAND/BUSH HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

January 8, 2008

Submitted by Deborah Moore, BBHCA Secretary
· Called to order at 7:37pm. Our President was on travel so our Vice President for Membership Richard Frederick called the meeting order.

· Motion made to waive reading of the November minutes. They were handed out at the meeting and approved as presented.

· A card was handed out at the meeting that had Board and Committee Chair contact numbers. A suggestion was made to have these available at future meetings for those that are interested. One hundred cards were made.

· Treasurer’s Report (Kevin Henry):

· December received $105 in dues and $50 in donations. 
· January expense was $336.00 for the mailing of the post cards. This was in lieu of a newsletter. By mailing a postcard instead of the newsletter it saved the Association $700.00 in mailing costs.

· Underwent an audit of last year’s totals (2006/2007 membership year.) The Association will undergo an audit for the 2007/2008.

· Audit Report (Kevin Henry):

An audit was done that involved Kevin Henry, Treasurer; Bob Michie, member; and Charney Weber; member. The report covered the 2006-2007 membership year that ended May 2007. The committee members agreed that the revenue in the worksheet summary that was distributed in May, 2007, matches bank statements, and the summary of expenses are reflected in the statements as well.

The committee did not examine membership revenue deposits but did examine invoices from vendors. They are satisfied that Association money was collected, reported and spent according to the 2006-2007 budget plan. 
Recommendations:

· Convert the Burke and Herbert Checking Account to a non-interest bearing (free) account.

· Investigate a new money market account.

· End the budget shortfall by reevaluating the free distribution of the newsletter.

· Membership Report (Richard Frederick):

· Donations increased by 2 percent.

· When we mailed the postcard, 49 were returned as undeliverable. Need to cleanup the database.

· To date there are 114 members who have renewed and 15 new members.

Another question was asked about the cost of the newsletter and whether we can mail just to members. As the Constitution is currently written, it states every household needs to be notified.

A suggestion was made to send postcards as the notification of the meeting but put the newsletter on line. It was suggested that we bring this up for discussion at our next meeting.

· Neighborhood Watch Report (Bob L'Heureux):

Series of armed robberies in the Kingstown area. Last week at approximately several teenagers walking home from the movie were accosted by several other teenagers and robbed. Several shop owners have been robbed as they closed their shops. 
· Land Use Report (Carol Alim):
· Springfield Mall—the Land Use Committee is reviewing their plan and revisiting heights and structure of inner road and pathways.

· Office development in Kingstown –4 buildings near theatre. There is concern about the height from nearby homeowners because it will put their homes in their shadows. 
· VDOT and Army agreed with extension through Army Proving Ground.

· Broken benches at bus shelters are now the responsibility of the county.

· Guest Speaker—Franconia Volunteer Fire, Station #5 talked to us about winter fire safety. They are our first responders. 
Several hot spots that you need to be wary during the cold weather:

· Fireplace Ashes—can smolder for 1—2 weeks.

· Carbon Monoxide—good idea to get a carbon monoxide detector. Fumes can be generated from a gas furnace malfunction and a fireplace not completely open.
· Smoke Detector—it is the #1 life saver. One should be on each level. Change batteries every time we change our clocks. The Fire Department will provide a free smoke detector if you can’t afford one. They will also change your batteries.

· House Robes—Increase of burns from cooking because of house robes. We reach over the pan to a back burner and the robe catches on fire.

· Chimney Fires—creosote buildup. Chimneys need to be cleaned annually.

The Fire Department will also monitor your blood pressure for free if you come down to the station. They do not take household hazardous waste. Call 703-246-4386 for drop-off sites.

The Fire Department’s non-emergency number is 703-971-5858.

