BROOKLAND/BUSH HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

March 11, 2008

Submitted by Deborah Moore, BBHCA Secretary
· Called to Order at 7:35 pm. Motion made to approve minutes as posted in the newsletter and waive reading of the minutes. Approved.

· President Jeannie Henry—Mark Sickles was scheduled to join us as guest speaker but was held over in Richmond for a special session on transportation and budget. We will invite him to speak at one of our later meetings. Jeff McKay, new Lee District Supervisor has been invited, and accepted, to speak at our May meeting.

· Treasurer’s Report (Kevin Henry)—We are not as far in the hole as first suspected, thanks in part to the donations that we have been receiving – close to $1,000. The number of newsletter ads has also increased. To date we are $800 in the negative, compared to the $2,400 that was the original estimate. 
We will need to hold an audit between now and the May meeting and will need to form another Audit Committee. The work entails looking at expenses, income and projected budget for next year. The makeup of the committee is the Treasurer and two members. Also need to come up with recommendations on how to control the budget—raising dues ($20/10), stopping the newsletter, and hand delivery of the newsletter were some examples cited.

· Membership (Richard Frederick)—Able to identify 421 homes in our area that we did not know about (who was living in them) because of incorrect information attached to the address. Our community consists of 40 streets, places, and ways and approximately 780 households. To date we have 145 households who have joined. We are in the process of targeting 110 past members and sending them a letter to rejoin. Next we will target those 421 homes whose names we didn’t have. A question was asked if they were a renter could they join. Yes.
To date we have collected $2,392 from dues and donations.

· Announcement: 
Town Meeting on Lee District Budget—On March 26 at 7:30p there will be a meeting at the Franconia Government Center to provide an overview of the budget for Lee District. We can provide input and ask questions about the budget and also use this opportunity to express our support for the strike teams that have been sent to our neighborhood to look at the issue of the boarding houses/illegal tenants. This is in the budget. 
· Neighborhood Watch (Bob L'Heureux)—Small problems like breaking into cars by kids. Armed robberies in Kingstown area – people walking home from the movies or the restaurants. Behind Toys R Us in Kingstown is a popular hangout for teens in cars late at night. The TR6 gang from Cambodia is at Edison High School and is marking their territory with graffiti. Several signs in our neighborhood have been marked. Reminder to be alert and watch neighbor’s homes.

· Land Use (Carol Alim)—Carol recently participated in a residential compatibility study which was looking at stemming the growth of the 4-5,000 sq ft homes that are popping up next to the smaller homes. By breaking into small groups and discussing options they were able to provide recommendations to the County Supervisors.

Parks: 2008 rezoning of parks. Will have community input. Will be submitting an amendment for 2009 for upgrades.
Springfield Mall: Waiting for connectivity study (roads & transportation). There will be a central market district that will be located where the Holiday Inn and Springfield Plaza are. Will develop a town center similar to Reston Town Center. Extending Frontier Drive to the Proving Ground. 
The first phase will be submittal of the site plan and building application for Springfield Mall. Looking at reducing the number of mall corridors, consolidating the movie theatre and food courts, adding skylights and making Target into a single building. Looking at late spring/early summer to start. 
Second phase will be to add retail along Loisdale Road, adding a large green area extending to Loisdale Road to include bike lanes, wide sidewalks, bus lanes and hotel and office buildings. Spring Mall Road will include residential walkways. Tear down Macy’s garage and rebuild an underground garage. Wrap townhouses around parking structure. Next meeting is scheduled for March 24.

Wesleyan Church Expansion: On Old Rolling Road/Trin Street—had their soil checked for drainage. Instead of a storm water pond the church will build drainage underground. Along Trin Road they will plant trees. 

The church is currently renting out their building to other church groups and with this had come an increase in noise to the residents behind the church, sometimes as late as 10:30 pm. We are hoping there will be a presentation of the church expansion at the May meeting and this can be addressed. Carl Sell is the church’s advisor on their expansion and he has been invited to the May meeting.

Regional Library: Land off Beulah Road near Lane Elementary has been targeted for the regional library to be completed in 2018, along with workforce housing (rentals for 55 and older). The library will be 40,000 sq. ft.

· New Business—Board elections in May and all positions are available. The current board has agreed to serve another term. The secretary will serve if no one else comes forward.

· Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 pm.
