Brookland/Bush Hill Civic Association Meeting

November 13, 2007

Called to order at 7:33pm.

Our guest speaker, Carl Sell could not make it to talk about major expansion plans for the United Wesleyan Church building and parking lot. There has been a delay in the plans. A recap of the plans was provided by the President of BBHCA. The Church plans are to chop down trees for a storm water drainage pond, but the civic association and county arborists would like to preserve the trees and put the drainage under ground. The church planning committee is wrestling with such issues as placement of storm water drainage and preservation of the wooded areas. They are seeking our comments before proceeding forward with the next stage of county approvals. This topic will be heard at the next BBHCA meeting in January.
Minutes approved as published in the November newsletter.

President’s Report: A number of emails have been received about concerns of the 5505 Oakwood Road land clearing. An update was provided that the County went out to the site and declared that they were in violation and the County will be looking into further action. They may have to replant trees to provide the required buffer zone between the business and the residential area on Westchester Street. The business in violation, Sagnes Construction Corporation, asked for a waiver so they could move forward.
The County is aggressively moving forward to eliminate and crack-down on the Boarding houses in the area. The County sent in another “Strike Team” on a house in the neighborhood that had already been cited. Drywall that was illegally place and a fire-hazard was removed. Heavy fines and penalties are being placed. There was a house on Jane Way who had 11 residents. The County have the Landlord 30 days to fix the house and get rid of the tenants. We may be hit with boarding houses because we don’t have a HOA with covenants, rules, and restrictions.
Budget:  Bob Michie talked about the timeline for the annual audit that reviews expenditures and receipts. We need to form a new Budget/Financial committee which can include non-members and have a say and make adjustments. This committee will meet with the Treasurer on a Saturday. Bob asked for volunteers and Charlie volunteered.

Treasurer talked about the budget and stated that advertising is good, but we need more members. There was mention to assigning streets in the neighborhood to volunteers to go door-to-door or write letters to recruit non-members to join the association. 
Newsletter:  The 8 page newsletter was mailed out to over 800 homes. All residents were mailed a copy and members who provide an email received and electronic version of the newsletter and the monthly edition of eNews. We have 1 new advertiser since the last edition and advertising is good.

Membership:  $10/family; $5/individual.  There are approximately 800 homes in the Brookland/Bush Hill community.  Many are only listed in our database as a “Resident”, with no name. Eight (8) new members signed up at this meeting. Dick suggested forming a group to write letters to non-members on a particular street to join and make a great effort to bring in non-members.
Neighborhood Watch:  2 Vehicle break-ins on Neville Court. 

Because we were ahead of schedule we asked Officer Bennnet/Edgers, our area crime prevention officer, to speak about crime prevention.  She talked briefly about the vehicle break-ins on Neville Court. And, asked that we watch out for strangers in the neighborhood and call the non-emergency number to report suspicious people and activity. Diligence is Key she exclaimed! Also, stated that there are Mark Twain students that have been causing problems, such as picking on smaller children. Keep your car safe and always lock door from garage to house and keep valuables out of the shed. Sensor lights outdoors can be set up to automatically turn on the lights indoors. Keep active in our neighborhood by calling the non emergency for suspicious activity. The non emergency number is 691-2131.    Email for Officer Bennett is alice.bennett@fairfaxcounty.gov and her pone number is 703-922-8263.

Land Use:  Carol reported on the October 30th, 2007 BRAC meeting and provided an update of the facilities moving to Fort Belvoir and the impact on roads and schools. Washington Headquaters Services (WHS) are moving approxiamatly 6,000 jobs. BRAC 133 (WHS) has been deferred. These jobs being moved in are already local, mostly from Arlington and some jobs are departing from Fort Belvoir. 
Some near-term transportation changes being talked about are WMATA Buses on post with a new bus route from Franconia-Springfield Metro to Fort Belvoir and the Engineering Proving Grounds (EPG), new access roads, new highway ramps, internal shuttles, van pools and commercial bus pools. 
With the new students coming into the area and students moving out, there is a 200-300 net increase. 

BRAC estimated to be totally complete in 2011.

Meeting adjourned at 9:53pm.  

