Bush Hill Park 3rd Neighborhood Meeting


MINUTES OF THE THIRD

BUSH HILL PARK NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING

JULY 17, 2008 / 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Attendees:  Mr. Marcus Wadsworth from Supervisor McKay’s office.  A roster of the 18 neighbors attending the meeting was taken and made part of the record.

Purpose:  The meeting was held as a continuation of the initial Neighborhood Meeting held on July 17, 2008.  This meeting was held for Mr. Wadsworth to speak about Bush Hill Park.

Introduction:  Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Joe Nilson and Jean Lynch toured Bush Hill Park and discussed on what actions could be done to improve conditions in the park.  They identified the presence of poison ivy and the lack of sight distance within or approaching the park.  Visibility can be improved with the pruning of the trees.  As the park is maintained, more people will use it, and the malefactors will go somewhere else.  Overall, they found the park to be in good condition with the exception of those points noted.

Mr. Wadsworth continued to review the park condition, stating there was a pile of logs that would be left to create habitats.  He also pointed out that removing these logs would have been quite expensive.  He recommended that the sign “No Dumping” be removed from the entrances of both sides, as this was more a temptation causing problems, than it was a deterrent.

Once Bush Hill Park has been sprayed, and cleaned up, there would be a follow-up maintenance scheduled.  The initial thought is for this to occur during the fall period.  Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Nilson offered to meet with a group from the neighborhood in September to address this.

During the discussion questions arose from the group.  The first question concerned abandoned houses, which Mr. Wadsworth stated are watched closely, as these could turn into drug use.  All situations of this type found are referred to the Fairfax County Police.  There has been a call for regular property maintenance of these types of houses to deter such use as well as maintain the neighborhood that they are in.

The second question concerned foxes in the area.  They flow onto the local residences.  They can be annoying with their loud cries.  But Mr. Wadsworth stated they are important to the ecosystem as they keeping the populations of rats, mice, and squirrels in check.  He also mentioned that if you feed the birds, such as with sunflower seeds, that foxes also feed upon them as well.  Break the habit by bringing in the seeds at night.  Once they start, they come back for more.  Also, secure your garbage can by using bungi cords.  Foxes are cunning, shy, and nocturnal.  If you see one, remember to keep your distance, as there is the possibility they may be carrying rabies.  A handout from Huntley Meadows Park was available for those attending the meeting to take home.

Returning to the discussion on Bush Hill Park, cleanup actions with the Park Service was scheduled to begin on July 21st with cleaning and mowing.  Following this, pruning of the trees to improve visibility, took place on the second day.

In closing, don’t forget to take your cell phone when you walk through the park.  If you see something that is out of place, call these into Fairfax County Police (703-691-2131), or if it is an emergency call 911.  Also, think of taking along a bag with you to pick up refuse to keep your park clean.

 Security Check.  As a reminder, don’t forget that Officer Eggers (second Bush Hill Neighborhood meeting) is available to provide a home security check to homeowners at no cost.  Please call Officer Eggers on her phone:  703-922-0889, Ext 2263 to set up an appointment.  The security check usually takes an hour to accomplish.

Thank you.  A great and much-appreciated thank you goes to Joe and Joan Merritt who were kind enough to host the third neighborhood meeting.  Refreshments and a comfortable setting were made available to have this meeting.

Action Items:

1.
Follow-Up Meeting.  A meeting will be arranged in September with Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Nilson for review the condition of the park and make plans for any further effort in maintaining the park.  We will send an e-mail out to notify everyone of the time and place of the meeting. 

2.
Continued Maintenance.  Discuss for continued maintenance of Bush Hill Park, either with local Scout troops or neighborhood gatherings.
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