Brookland/Bush Hill Civic Association Minutes

January 13, 2009
Meeting called to order at 7:35 pm.

President’s Report – There was no President’s report.
Secretary’s Report – Minutes from last meeting approved. They were handed out since a newsletter was not distributed. A postcard was used to notify households of the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report – Increase in dues has allowed the Association not to pull money out of the money market. A profit/loss statement was handed out at the meeting. 
Membership Report – Dues is $20/household; $10/individual. To date 147 members have joined. Membership is from July – August the following year. Membership Chair has drafted a letter going out to all households who have not joined to date, including Gunnell Estates. Total members are approximately 800. It is our hope to get 100-150 additional members through the mailing. If we get another 38 members to join we will equal to what we had for the entire last year of membership because of the increase in membership dues. It costs approximately $263.00 to do the mailing.

Neighborhood Watch Report – Couple of incidents. There was a shooting around New Years that involved a homeless person at the home across from the Shell gas station on Old Rolling Road. There has been several incidents of increased graffiti activity, which could be a sign of potential gangs, at Maplefield Association (behind Shell Gas Station and Shadowland.) Association consists of 18 townhouses. Three incidents included One graffiti on the brick wall and on the mailboxes. There are two kinds of graffiti – decorative and gang-related (marking territories). 
Land Use Report – Hill Top Gravel. Have gone through their compliance plan amendment and have been approved for zoning change. The 9-hole golf course will remain, removed residential requirements, landfill are will be closed and topped off; ball field will be closed for up to two years for new ball fields; community dog park turned down, and Wegman’s supermarket will face Telegraph Road. 

Brown Academy on Telegraph Road. The Academy purchased additional property – house across from gravel road. They will keep the home’s exterior but the interior will be renovated for classroom space. The Academy will not increase enrollment and they will extend walking trail across new piece of property. 

Springfield Mall – Comprehensive Plan amendment approved to allow residential development on the site. Early phase will include redoing interior of mall, building a hotel and adding a street from Franconia to Springfield Mall on the Loisdale side. Metro will receive significant improvements for better, safer pedestrian access - $4m in road improvements. On the corner of Franconia and Frontier there is scheduled a building that will house a fitness center and a supermarket. Affordable housing and workforce housing will make up 12 percent of the new housing. Lee High School will receive a synthetic field. Website has before/after photos. Visit SpringfieldTownCenter.com.

Constitution and By-laws and Trails – Getting new lamp posts for Oakwood Road.

Special Guest – Officer Edgers and Sgt. Reynoldson. There are 17 vacant homes in BBHCA due to economic downside. One way to target a foreclosure/abandoned home is overgrown bushes and unmowed grass. This invites unwanted people to move in. Call the police if the home is abandoned or if you see people around or in an abandoned home.

On July 1, 2008, a graffiti ordinance was passed. If you see graffiti, please report it. If you see it in progress, call 911. If you come across the graffiti after-the-fact, call 703-691-2131. An officer will come out, photograph and take a report. If the graffiti is on private property it is the homeowner’s responsibility. The officer will give the homeowner, neighborhood watch chair or the Association a form. You will have 15 days to remove the graffiti. The officer will return to inspect the area to make sure the graffiti has been removed. Graffiti on street signs is VDOT’s responsibility. If the graffiti is on county property, the county (Fairfax) will remove. 
The police have a strike team for those homes that have a large number of people living in the home. Commonly known as “flop” houses, these are houses that have more people than the house has rooms to accommodate.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

