Brookland/Bush Hill Civic Association Minutes (DRAFT)
March 10, 2009

Meeting called to order at 7:35p.m.

No President’s Report.

Secretary’s Report – the minutes in the March newsletter were from the November meeting instead of the January meeting. The January meeting minutes were handed out at the beginning of the March meeting and were deferred for approval until after the other reports. After those attending the meeting had an opportunity to read the minutes, a motion was made to approve the January minutes. There were two amendments, which have been corrected and posted on the BBHCA website, and are: under Land Use Report should read, Approved the amendment to the comprehensive plan for zoning change. And the phone number for the non-emergency police number is 703-691-2131

Treasurer’s Report – We are in a good position regarding income versus outgoing. Our primary income is the newsletter. For the month of March our total expenses were $254.10 and this was for the mailing of the letter to prospective members. Our final end of month cash is $19,158.77. The money market that we currently utilize (Morgan Stanley) only earned 32 cents. The Treasurer is looking at moving to another money market with a higher interest yield. We need to do an annual audit before our next meeting (May) and need two volunteers to review the budget and reports. 
Membership – Letter went out end of February to approximately 600 homes that had yet to join the Association. Through this mailing we gained 85 members of which 15 were from the new Gunnell Estates. We recently approved the annex of LaVista Drive in Gunnell Estates and 7 of those homes joined our membership. To date we have 243 members at a total of $5,345. This is $1,121 over last year’s membership and is due largely to the increase of the membership dues. The Association encompasses 819 homes.

Neighborhood Watch – During this period there has been no major, or for that matter, minor incidents to report. You are reminded though to keep a vigil with the longer hours and warmer months approaching. For police emergencies call 911, for non-emergencies call 703-691-2131. Our neighborhood watch chair is looking for members of the community to be a contact to report suspicious activity on their “beat.” These can be dog walkers, joggers, or families that regularly are out walking. 
Land Use – Recommended for approval to the Board of Supervisors:

· Browne Academy 

· Springfield Mall rezoning

· Hill Top rezoning

· Metro Center 2 (near GSA site behind current metro)

· Pallone Chevrolet on Backlick Road wants to acquire a piece of property that fronts on Fullerton for office use. This is near the Engineering Proving Ground.

· I 95/395 HOT lanes (northern section) – 36 miles w/28 miles developed in existing HOV. Construction to start 2010. Web site is VAMegaPorjects.com.

New Business – Parking/RV Use – an article on community parking was in the January BBHCA newsletter. Bob Michie attended a meeting on community parking districts which is a way to get commercial vehicles out of neighborhoods. The county recommends “nuclear” parking which will take vehicles from a large area of Lee District and incorporate the parking in one place. Some areas of the county have started to implement community parking – Mt. Vernon is one area. Commercial vehicles include boat, watercraft trailers, camping homes, vehicles (contractor) more than 12,000 lbs, and vehicles with more than 16 passengers. 
Bob Michie recommended that our neighborhood not look into this. We have an established neighborhood and we would be asking our neighbors to make a change. There are enough zoning regulations that would make having a commercial vehicle in our community against the law. There are exemptions to community parking that include RVs parked in front of a home for less than 48 hours or a commercial contractor working on a home. Also, if you have a driveway and you have a commercial vehicle that is parked in the driveway 10 feet from the state road you are not impacted. 
Nominations for Board Members – All nominations are open. These are President, Vice President for Membership, Vice President for the Newsletter, Secretary and Treasurer. Between now and the next meeting (May) if any member would like to serve or knows of someone who would like to serve, please notify the board so their name can be put up for nomination. In order to hold a position on the board you must be a paid member.

Guest Speaker – Delegate Mark Sickles updated us on the recent budget session and bills passed in Richmond. The session ends April 8.
· A bill passed that allows you to carry a gun in restaurants that have an ABC license. In Virginia you can carry a gun in the open with the exception of a courthouse, church or school. It is expected that the Governor will veto this bill.

· A bill passed and signed yesterday by the Governor. This is to ban smoking in restaurants starting December 1, 2009. The exceptions are outside patios and restaurants that have a separate ventilated area. Virginia is the first state in the South to pass a ban on smoking.

· A bill passed that allows Dulles Airport to kill animals on their property. This is the result of the recent US Airways crash due to a flock of geese.

· A bill passed to allow for unemployment benefits to military spouses.

· A bill passed on conducting a study on biosciences and biotechnology. This has nothing to do with stem cell. This bill was instigated because both Maryland and North Carolina, whom both border Virginia, are major research centers with major dollars. This bill will enable Virginia to tap into some of the research funds for biosciences and biotechnology by working with our research colleges and universities. 
Virginia had a budget shortfall of $3.7B because of the economy. Lots of cuts were on the line – K-12, higher education, hospital/nursing homes. Because of the stimulus package passed by the President, Virginia received $4.8B of which $700M is going toward transportation. The stimulus package allowed Virginia to add back to K-12, higher education, hospital/nursing homes, disabled children. Virginia is the first state to pass a budget with the stimulus money. 
Virginia has a 2-year budget cycle and we are in the second year. Medicaid covers 16 percent of the budget. K-12 covers 35 percent and higher education covers 12 percent. This year the budget was a 6-week session, normally it is 8 weeks and was limited to 15 bills in the House. State Senators do not have a limit.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

