DRAFT MINUTES

Brookland/Bush Hill Civic Association Meeting

May 13, 2008

Meeting called to order at 7:33 pm.

Minutes from the March 11, 2008, minutes approved as published in the June 2008 printed BBHCA newsletter. 
Treasurer’s Report
Audit of books from last year and proposed budget published in the newsletter. An Audit Committee met and reviewed the books and had three recommendations: Increase membership households to 200; increase dues to $20/household, $10/individual, and that the budget be approved. Current budget is $6,077. Proposed budget is $5,575. Motion made and approved.

The proposed budget is less due to increase of ads and increase of members membership anticipated. A question was asked why we are mailing out newsletters to nonmembers since this is such a big cost. The answer is that it is in our interest to send it out to the entire neighborhood because as a Civic Association we represent the entire neighborhood. At meetings we have more clout because we can say we represent the entire neighborhood. It also states in our bylaws that a newsletter will be mailed to every household. The newsletter is also a way of advertising the civic association to those that have yet to join and gives us the ability to communicate. It is also more cost effective because we get the bulk mailing rate. Cost for bulk vrs individual is 41 cents vs 19 cents respectively. It costs us approximately $67 more to mail the newsletter to everyone vrs individually.
Membership 
Did a special mailing to those on the resident/occupant/returned mailing list. By doing we were able to identify those homes and send a separate mailing to a name. We increased our membership by 108 additional homes that joined through this mailing. To date we have 254 members which is 30 percent of our households.

A proposal to annex LaVista Drive in Gunnel Estates to our Association would give us 37 additional homes. It was asked to defer this proposal until the next meeting so that our membership chair could find out whether LaVista Drive in Gunnel Estates belonged to another civic association.

Neighborhood Watch 
No major LE incidents but wanted folks to be aware that with summer fast approaching vacant properties will be crime magnets. The police can’t watch all the vacant properties so as neighbors, let’s keep an eye on these property and if you see anyone wandering around these properties that should not be, call the police or the real estate agent listed on the property sign. Another issue is yard maintenance which was addressed later by our guest speaker Jeff McKay.

Elections
Present incumbents have agreed to continue in their positions. A motion was made asking for any additional nominations. None was received so a motion was made to continue with the current members. Approved. 
New items: BBHCA yard sale is scheduled for June 7. An incident was brought up about the lack of sidewalks on Bush Hill and safety of children walking to school. Bob Michie who is on the committee for sidewalks and trails suggested that those interested talk after this meeting.

We had two guest speakers.

Carl Sell for United Wesleyan Church

Carl Sell provided us with an update on the United Wesleyan Church on Trin Street. He represents the church. Pastor Wayne Lyon was also available for questions. The church on the corner of Trin and Old Rolling Road is in the process of enlarging the existing church. They currently have several services on Saturday and Sunday with total attendances anywhere from 450 – 500 people. The original church was built in the 1960’s when there were no storm water or tree ordinances. The process is via a special permit before the Board of Zoning Appeals. The hearing is scheduled for July 9. This has been ongoing for four years. One of the main issues is water retainment. Originally going to put in a pond to capture run-off water but they would have to cut down most of the trees. The county arborist was against that. 
The plan now is to have the site upgraded that will include additional trees around the perimeter of the lot and the parking lot and build a storm water retention under the parking lot that will take the water from the roof and pavement and release slowly after the storm passes. Two pipes will have a mesh filter to capture debris which will be cleaned on a regular basis which is required by the County. The remaining will perculate back into the ground and run into existing drainage systems. This should cut back on water that is currently running into the street and people’s backyards. 
The county requires 1 parking spot for 4 seats but the church will have 1 for 2.6 seats. This is more than required but the church does not want parking to run into the residential streets. The floor space is 12 percent, the county’s maximum is 25 percent. The height will be 23 feet, the county’s maximum is 60 feet. The addition will be on the east of Old Rolling Road and the back of the property will remain in tact. 
For further information contact Carl Sell at Sellcarl@aol.com or Pastor Lyon at uwcoffice@aol.com.

Jeff McKay, Lee District Supervisor

Our second speaker was Jeff McKay, Lee District Supervisor. Mr. McKay provided information on the following:
Code Enforcement – received $3.5b in the budget for the county. Covers code enforcement for strike teams - $1.25mto add a third strike team. Jeff McKay has one staff dedicated solely to code enforcement.

Grass Ordinance – If your grass if 1 foot or higher, you have to mow in 14 days unless you appeal. The county will post your property and if you don’t mow and the county does it will cost the homeowner of record $250.00. Call Jeff McKay’s office and they will come out and inspect.

Local Taxes – local government can increase taxes to 11 cents for commercial and 3 cents for residential. Of the 3 cents, 2 cents for schools and 1 cent for county operations.

Foreclosures—His office receives a monthly listing of foreclosures.  BBHCA has 6 foreclosures. He will share list of foreclosures with the BBHCA. 
BRAC is looking at two sites—GSA warehouse off Loisdale Road and a new site off Eisenhauser Drive (off Van Dorn). County pushing for GSA warehouse location. A decision is expected to be made in July. 
Springfield Mall – New owners clearing out tenants they don’t want in the Mall and moving some tenants around for renovation. Renovating entire interior. The outdoor area of the mall will be similar to Pentagon Row. The owners can renovate interior without additional permits. Outdoor areas need approval. Enhancements will include pedestrian walkways, bicycle lanes, traffic signals and turn lanes. 
Flooding—If there are any flooding issues, let Jeff McKay’s office know and where VDOT is involved, they will contact them. Mr. McKay is also on metro’s board.

Franconia/Van Dorn Interchange is not a funded project. Funds are tied to MBTA funding. The county has designed and started to do a right-of-way for VDOT so that when funding becomes available, completed right-of-ways are usually first priority. Telegraph Road and Rt 1 by Hayfield is a funded project. This is the completion of the mission section of Fairfax Parkway. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm.

